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(c) Reflections on the Future of Federalism.
For ages past federalism has served mankind and
solved problems which had defied solution under any other
form of government. It is knitting together and uniting
smaller states and in this way contributing largely to the
problem of world's peace. The fathers of the Union of
South Africa have applied federal principles in matters of
legislation, fixing of the seat o£ government and judiciary,
and they have thus satisfied the local sentiments of different
colonies. The smaller Soviet Republics have found security
only in a federal union. The United States of Brazil have
drawn up their constitution on a federal pattern. Modern
History, in fact, abounds in examples of the application of
federalism to the solution of political complications.
Federalism   is   undoubtedly   a   popular   device.    Its
utility is increasing and it is at present a live force.    But
what is of special significance is to speculate how far the
British Empire is going to adopt federal  principles in  the
common councils of the widely separated parts.   But before
attempting to discuss the possibility or otherwise of apply-
ing   federal    principles    to    the    solution    of    Imperial
problems  it is  necessary to  mention some  of   the broad
objects    and    ideals    for    which    this   vast    Empire    is
striving  to  stand.   With the  Independence   of   U. S. A.
the old conservative principles of  foreign  policy    in    so
far   as   they   concerned    the  Empire  have   been  wisely
abandoned,  and  with  the   growth  of  democracy British
Parliament has declared the Empire's  adhesion  to making
it a great Commonwealth of Nations  in  which  each  part,
while  retaining  its local  or  what  is  better  described as
domestic autonomy, is to enjoy  all the benefits and privi-
leges which are the necessary results of being a member of
a vast Commonwealth.
Some of the common points on which the members o£
the Empire unite are defence, comwerce? and commupica-

